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by the ministry of Casimir-Perier had been maintained
with less and less firmness ever since its fall in May,
1894. Meanwhile, under the lack of parliamentary dis-
cipline, the majority in the Chamber was slowly going
to pieces. Instead of being a compact party that could
be relied upon, it became a feebler and feebler support,
until at the meeting of the Chambers in the autumn of
1895 it had ceased to be a real majority at all. The
cabinet had a heavy burden to carry, and would proba-
bly not have survived a debate on the expedition to
Madagascar, for although the campaign against the
Hovas had ended in victory, some serious mismanage-
ment had no doubt taken place. The final struggle
turned, however, on the chronic charge of corruption.
There had been bribery in connection with one of
the railroads, and the ministers, while known to be per-
fectly innocent themselves, were accused of trying to
shield guilty politicians. They refused to interfere
with the inquest of the magistrates, which in France is
considered the province of the courts, but the Chamber,,
on October 28, voted by a large majority that all the
persons implicated ought to be brought to trial and the
documents laid on the table of the House. The min-
isters, regarding this as a censure, resigned; and so
impotent had the Moderates become, that a Radical
cabinet was formed, and declared its intention of pursu-
ing a truly Radical policy. Thus the Chamber, which,
for the first time in the history of the Republic, had
begun its career with a homogeneous ministry supported
by a homogeneous majority, had degenerated in two
years into a state of political confusion, and found itself
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